
Dear DCS Families, 
 
This school year continues to present challenges on all fronts. Winter weather has been in full 
force as we have dealt with an abundance of snow and icy roadways. We recognize that our 
Cohort A students have been more affected by school cancellations than their Cohort B 
counterparts. While we are not currently expecting to revise the attendance calendars for the 
cohorts, we will continue to monitor any unforeseen closures with an eye on how they impact 
the overall schedule. 
 
Heading into the winter months, our district made the decision to continue with calamity days 
rather than engage in remote learning when the weather necessitated a school closure. We 
wanted students to have a bit of normalcy and the joy of an unexpected snow day just as we all 
remember. In addition, we recognize that not all students have devices, internet access and 
parental support on an unscheduled day off, which makes it hard to engage in learning. At this 
time, we will continue to call calamity days if needed. We will monitor expected weather and 
make adjustments to our plan if necessary. We sincerely hope that spring is just around the 
corner and the weather will be on our side soon!  
 
Please know that your student may still access their online learning tools if your family wishes to 
engage in learning on an inclement weather day. Reading, catching up on assignments and 
completing community service hours are also encouraged. Our district is actively planning for 
expanded summer learning opportunities for our students, and more information on our summer 
learning plans will be available later this spring. 
 
Learning Model Planning 
We also want to take this opportunity to update you on our district’s process to return our Cohort 
A & B students to school 5 days a week. We continue to monitor COVID cases in our schools 
and community as well as guidance set forth by our health department. Cases have decreased 
in recent weeks, which allows us to consider how and when we could return to a more 
traditional school schedule. There are certainly challenges to be addressed including how we 
maintain social distancing with transportation, lunch schedules, and classrooms that have larger 
numbers of students. While a date has not been established, we anticipate remaining in hybrid 
learning through at least Spring Break. We will continue to monitor the local pandemic 
conditions and communicate with families as additional information is available. 
 


